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Ja GENERAL ASSEMBLY, O&ober tath, 1792. 


FESOLVED, Thet Mel, Exmon® Arzen and I. SITA, 
be á eð mirtee to wait on the reverend Mr, BLOOD, to retura him 
the ‘thanks of this Houfe, for his ELECTION SERMON, delivered 
Ytíierday, and requefta copy of the fame (or the prefs. 


Atteſt. 
þ : RICHARD WHITNEY, Crzazx! 
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In GENERAL ASSEMBLY, October xotb, 17924 
. RESOLVED, That the Committee appointed to wait on the reverend 
Mr. ULOOD, with the thanks of this Houſe, for his ELECTION 
SERMON, and. requeft a copy of the fame for the prefs,—be a come 
Wemiccee co procure three hundred copies thereof to be printed. 
B Anat x a 
E RICHARD WHITNEY, Clerk? 
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ECCLESIASTES ii, » 


THAT WHICH HATH "BEEN, 18 NOW; AND ‘tng 
WHICH IS TO BE HATH ALREADY BEEN; ANDA 
SOD REQUIRETH THAT WHICH 18 PAST, 1 


T is hard to find á more "compliceted. cbu 

ter, in all the annalt of time, than that 
Solomon. The firſt part of his life prefentsf 
with the greateſt inftance of human fagacity, 4 
wifdom, "joined wih a ſpecial regard to religi 
and virtue, buta fecond part was filled Sp 
luxury and wickednefs, ` 1 

Tue juf portrait we have of this com” 
character, not only exhibits the impartiality, 
the facred hiftory ; but is joined wu a dif 
‘of infinite wiſdom. TW) 

Gop in his all wife providegcez: i fed K 
to the very fummit ot G 
wasfearce a finple thing in all The neh 
of nature's garden, but he might pertals 
his pleafure, But alas! inftead of i impri 
the mercies he had to the glory of that 
whom they came; he laid the ins on 
of his luſta, and gave a looſe to “ote 
deſire. This condu& of So ag 
more exceedingly criminal, whgn. we da 
, exalted ftation in life, which give dalam 

maoene among mem ' 


169 

f Tr pleaſed the Lord however to magnify the 
afinite riches of his grace, in making this cele- 
Brated king of lírael, a true penitent for all his 
In. This occaſioned bim to write the back, of 
hich the wards now read area part. This in- . 
ged contains as full, and ample a confeſſion as 
Y we Íhall find extant upon earth. 
PY this means the Lord has gracioufly left a 
Fed record, a ftanding monitor to the world. 
‘which wears aſſured, that however great our 
Miles, however high our attainments in wif- 
pri and knowledge ; or if we are raifed to the 
ait of worldly honor afd riches, yet that 
Beare poor, faliiblz, changing creatures, whol- 

Mependancon him that made us. By this we 
afíured that all plans and fyftems, founded in 
Iman wildam, however we may think them 
sd on a fuze bafis, or arranged with the 
telt collec ; yet they are fabje& to er- 

RA 


is often th:t the turning of but one leaf 
s back of divine providence, makes us fen- 
K, that che firmnsis of their foundation, is 
ſufpcient to diffipate our fears; or prevent 
P difappcintmemt of our moft fanguine expec- 
Gons. Well did the prophet fay, Iſaiah ii. 22 
P from- mam whofe breath is in bis noftrils : 
rein is be 10 beacccunted of. Again Pfakns. 


- (in and folly while he anticipated the 
ry L icene. 
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fcene of trouble that muft come upon his d 
iy and ſubjects by his means; was led, ^ut: 
context, particularly to warn others £ the 
changing, fluctuating fate, of all wen sind; 
things, in this. finful world’: aud of the grea 
neceſſity of our engroffing in our affections fondi 
fuperior obje&s for delight; g 
Rovine in his thoughts; t! E bs 
confuſion, of a finful w x 
found the defired obje viz.) The arep i 
nment, and the glory 


ef God's unchanging 77 
of his gr ea yell therein, for the 1 
td a ag 


of being. ac dove of Noa 
found an á ké Here he h 
fyftem that cbuld fuffer no changes: Lae , 
` fave he, vetfe 14th. That whatforver’ 7 
Hall be ford nothing can be put To ft, wor anyi 
thing taken YS it: and God dotb is a wa 
Should fear before bim. E 

FurgnHer to exprefs his views, of ite un⸗ ; 
Changing famenefs, he makes ule of ,,] 
of our text, That whith baib been ís e A ked i 
ibat which is to be hath allen er. 
quiretb that which is pal, 

‘Tats tagred palage, therefore, 1 u 
í foul conſolating do&rine ; N thas ar "d 
val rule of righteoufne R. cona — d 
moral government, and 
@eptanre with him, is cp npesfeil. iie 
M6 well, fuited co the capacith Katre et 
3 Creatures, C ‘RM * N át: 


8 8 3} 
| ben the rule of our conduct towards God & our 
fell w men, and that which hath been the ground 
of. aux acceptance with God, is now; and that 
| which N to be hath already been, And likewife 
that the fame virtuous exerciſes, that were re- 
. quired in’ palt ages of the world, are required 


now, : 
For outs ther improvement of this ſubject 
"i the pre ant important occalion we fhall ob- 
| ferve, 26 
I. Tear the fcheme of divine adminiſtration, 
; both in ite nature and requirements, is fo fuited 
to the capacities of men, that it is the indifpen- | 
üble duty, of all ranks of men, without dif- 
tisct ion, cheerfully to fubmit to, and obey God 
therein. l 
II. Fuar this obedience only, can afford 
' fubftantial and laſting fatisfa&ion to the human 
heart. 
HE Tuar this obedience will qualify us to 
fill aur. feveral ftations in life, as well in theciv- 
il as the eeclefiaftical kingdom, to the glory of 
God and the good of our fellow men. 
I. TRAY the fcheme of divine adminiſtration, 
both in its nature aad requirements, is fo fuiced 
to the capacities of men, chat it it the indifpen- 
, ible duty, of all ranks of men, without dif- 
tinction, cheerfully to fubmit to and obey Gad 
therein. | Ern eet 
Tux, nature of divine E is like ite · 
athor, infinitely holy, juit and gpod. Ls haig’ 


( 9 ) "e 
end and defign ; which is to affert the rights á 
the Godhead, and invariably to vindicate truth 
and ſuppreſs falfehood : and that in a manner 
dire&ly tending to the general good of being. 
One very confiderable branch of divine ope- 
ration, is to be feen in the creation of the werld : 
in which there are creatures made of different 
ranks, and their different ftations affigned them, 
exactly according to their various capacities. 
As we are favored with a rank among the cræa- 
tures of God, what more immediately concerns. 
us to know, is, our own ftation in the fcale of 
being, and. what is the bufinefs aſſigned us there- 
in. i IBN. 
Tuar we are made rational creatures, capa- 
ble of contemplating upon and exploring objeðta : 
prefented to our view, isa truth, this refpectable . 
audience, will think it needlefs tó uie arguments 
to prove. 2 : 
Ir this be granted we are neceffitated to be- 
lieve, that we are capable, in fome meafure, to 
judge of the quality of thofe objets ; and feel 
ourſel ves confcioufly eoncerned, to eftimate tiem 
according to their real value, The moft valus- E 
ble oen nela torts that come within the com. 
país of our fpeculation, juftly merit our greateft 
atygation. Nor can this be eíteemed a hardfhip 
to a rational mind, if rightly difpofed, Should 
We not indeed feel ourfelves greatly injured, if we 
were prohibited contemplation, on the beft ob- 
Nat prefented to our view, and were obliged ta 
up all our fearches Dt age on 5 


pi xe 
pr dE NE 
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Qux part of the bufinefs, therefore afigned 

us in the fyftem, and which appears well adapt- 
ed to cur capacities, is to employ our thoughts 
in contemplating on, and in forming a right 
judgment cf thofe glorious poríe&tions of the 
miei which are fo clearly manifefted in bis. 

Gras. M 
| ANorBzR branch of our work is, always to. 
Se employed ia loving thofe objects that are 
ade known to us, according to their real worth. 
T urs alfo ís an ezfy yoke, well fuited to our 
ecke, That we are capable of loving objeds 

f a moral nature, will hardly be denied: fer as: 
(har cannot be delighted in objects that we can- 
t love, we either muf allow that we are inca- 
citated for any higher enjoyments, than thofe 
hich are merely. natural, or that we are capae: 
le, affeëtionately to embrace, the important 
eas of bolinefs and virtue. If we admit the 
mer, then we are driven to the difagreeable 
eceffity ot believing, that there are no objects. ` 
for celight, afforded usin the tiftiverfe,but thoſe 
hich our context and our own experience. 
roves, to be ss unftable as water, and intirely | 
Raſufficient. If te latter then, we muſt allow, 
bat cur ſupreme affection and delight, ought < 
ver to be placed on that God who ís the effence _ 
r all poffibieexcellence and glory. ME. 
Tuez principles of common juſtice dictate, that 
very being cught to be loved according to their 
weal Korth; as Ged therefore is the fupreme ~ 

ood in the unive:fe, he juftly claims our fu. 


EC a D 
preme affections. This is fo well fuited to our 
capacities, that if we rove in our affections | 
through all the glories of this world, we fhall 
‘find no teft; nothing permanent, no fuitable ob- 
jekt for delight : untill wefay with the Píalmift, 
Return unto thy ref, O my Soul, for the Lord bath 
dealt bountifully with thee. Palms; cx, 7. Ian 
not infenfible that the cavils of wicked men are. 
often raifed.againft the degree of this holy exer< 
cife which the divine law requires of vs. But 
mall I afk, what is the extent of its requiftjons * 
The Lord Jefus defines it thus, Thou fhalt love 
gbe Lord thy God, with all thy béart, and with 
all thy foul and with all ‘thy wind, and shy neigh- 
bour as thyfelf. Matthew, xxi 37, 99. 
Oa thefe two hang all the law and the. pro 
phets. This reduced to praſtice in heart, lipg 
and life, comprifes the whole. duty of man. 
Nen can this juftly be thought too feveres 
| there is nothing sore required than allahe heart, 
foul, ead mind, that is, all the facultieh that arð 
given, And for God to pive facultieg o os ¢24 
pale of virtuous exerciies, and notefequire thed 
Rule of them would bs uojuit; «nd direétly milidd 
tate againſt the happineſs of hir creature. 
As to the love required te: gut fellow crysy 
tures, it is to love our neighbour as ourtelveg. | 
This alfo is right and rn the nature of things, 
for as every creature out cd be laved in ü- 
portion to its real worth, in the feale of bez; 
and as our fellow mea hold the fame rank with 
us in che fyitem, we ought therefore to love the 
p Bennigit, . . 05 77 AN OT NER , 


om” 


we 
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ANOTHER idea implied, in this obedience te 
„God, is an unrelerved ſubmiſſion to his fovereign 
, Vill. This alſo is ju and reafonable : for as 
with the all-wife and omnifcient Jehovah, there 
joan be no poffible error, either in judgment or 
delign ; it is infinitely fit that he fhould have 
che fovereign diſpoſal of all events. 

Noa does this take any privilege from us; 
pceing we are capacitated to be happy only is a 
Fheerful obedience to him. So long as we may 
ket aflured, that the judge of all the earth will 
ric cight,it can never afford us any wneafine(s that 
a: ínculd govern, uniefs we are unwilling that 
ight fhould take place. . 
‘furs leads us co fee the neceffity of faith im 
soc, as another branch of our duty to him. By 
fei; Í mean, that a& of the mind, by which we 


he truth of God, which We}. made macifef 
oneerning his character and: and thofe 
inga which reſpect: he relation - Tand in to 
im, and our fellow creatures No other evir 
fence is neceffary fer the ground of this faith, 
hao to be affured, that the de&rins propoſed 
br our belief comes from God. That ws are 
able of believing the truth upon this evid- 
hee, will not bs denied ; and for finite cres- 
res to call in queſtion the teimony of the 
fog of truth, is a erime of the firſt magnitude. 
Fence faith the apoítle, 1 Joha v. 10. He thet 
eveth not Ged bath made bim a liar, bacanje be 


Wevetb mot the record God gave of bis fom. 
i 7 Frou 


Mi«c&ionately embrace, anc. ay. “fervedly rely, on 


oa 


( 13 9 
From the whole it appears chat the nature of 
the divine government, in all its demands upon . 
us, is perfeátly ſuited to our crpacitiea, and ful- 
ly fecures all our rights to vs. j : 
An impartial view of this made our Savieur 
fay, Matt. xi, 29, 30. Take my yoke upon you and 
learn of ine, for my yoke is safy and my burdin is 
light. 
d WE cannot therefore call in que ion the moft 
facred obligations thet all men ars under without 
di&in&ion, to obey thefe divine precepts: desing 
it is alaw that neceffarily exiſts, in confequence 
of our relation to God, as his creatures, and not 
arbitrarily impofed on us, by him, as a fovæ 
reign, ; is - 


By thii time, perhaps, foma may think, that 
the ſpeaker has forgotten the doftrine we ſo of- 
ten hear from che pulpit, viz. that mankind are 
fallen, depraved creatures,wholly dead in trafpat- 
es and fins. Indesd Í have nat forgotten fo 
great a truth, which is not only afferted by an a- 
poſtle, Ephefians ii, x, but is always written in. 
indelible charaéters before my ayes. But we with 
however to have fkill enough to diftinguifk bæ 

tween the depravity of the human heart and 
thofe faculties by which ws are capacitated to o- 
bey God. The apoltle hath well expreffed the i- 
dea of depravity : dead iu treſpaſſes and Ans. This 
death therefore cannot coaliit in reduciog our 
natural faculties to atate of inactivity : others 
wife weceuld no: beaRive in trefpafes and. fjög. 
: Depravity 


{ í 9 
Ðepravity therefore, muft refpec the difpofitios 
af the heart: and the fenfe is, that man, by his 
fall from God, has loft his original righteoufnels, 
and is now wholly and voluntarily oppofed to 
virtue. 

Nor can this juftly be confidered in the leaſt 
degree to leffen our obligations : for it is not the 
virtue or vice that we poffeís, that is the bond of 
our obligation to God. Should a perfon guilty 
of treafon againtt the ftate, be brought before shia 
venerable eourt, and appear wilfully determing 
ad to purfue his villainy, would they judge thar 
the vilenefs of his difpofition fhould exculpate 
him from blame ? Would they not rather think 
that fich a judgment would be taking fides with 
the criminal? Neither ean the vilenefs of our 
hearts, be any juft excufe for our rebellion againft 
God our rightful fovereign. 

Ir may be faid, if men are thus guilty, how 
is it God fpares tka criminal, and continues the 
world in its prefent ftate ? I anfwer, only upon 
the plan cf grace which refpeéts the unworthy. 
Thu GRACE however is exercifed in a way pers 
fectly eoríonant with the divine law and gov» 

 sramtnt. A 
Hers we fee the aeceffity of 4 mediator, to 
make atonement for fin. Te can be thought byt 
doing juftice to the fubje&, to advert for a Sw 
| minutes to the character and work of Chrif ê 
| mediator. 3 e 
Sr. John ia the beginning of his gofpel gives . 
, ub thefgllowlpg important account of the char. 
K — , adar 


* 


í orm) 
after of Chrift. fe the beginning was the word, 
and the word was with God, and ihe word was 
God. dil things were made by bim, and without 
bim there was not any thing made that was madtæ 
And the word was made feb and dwelt among us, 
and we bebeld bis glory, as the glory of the only be- 
gotten of the Father full of grace and truth, 

From: hence we learn, that the Lord fefus 
Chrift is very God, that all created things were 
made by him, that he is of the one undivided ef- 
fence, equal with God, and that he became feh, 
or took upon him our nature; fo that he i$ very 
man as well as God: alio that this God-man is 
full of grace and truth. Full of the defigns -of 
grace and mercy toa guilty world, and fully de- 
termined to exhibit that grace ina manner that. 
fhould affert the truth, refpecting the rights of 
the Godhead, and the honors of divine law and 
government. c RPM ME 
~ No let a character than this, is equal to the 
work of a mediator between offended juſtice, 
and the offending finner. - As fia is againft an 
infinite God, there muft bean infinite difplay. 
made of his difapprobation of it: otherwife his“ 
chara&er and goverament could not be vindica- 
ted. The creature being finite, this diſplay 
could not be made, in the execution of penalty . 
og the finner, in any other way, than that che 
fetitence fhould extend to an infinite duration of 
qunithment. Henee we fee why the. facred 
feripturee threaten everlafting puniíhqa 
dig wicked, MES 
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Lev us piuſe s moment! What mean creas 
ture, however exalted in the fcale of being, 
that would not blufh to attempt the unequal 
tafk, of making an atonement anfwerable to the 
demands of infinite juftice ? And fhould we not 


all fhrink at the thought that divinity fhould ' 


change, and become a ſoffering advocate? Here 
all created intelligences are thrown into a con- 
ſternation ! concemnation to the criminal muft 
jparkle in every eye ! Until the complex char- 
acter of the God. Man appears : who in his hu- 


man mature was able by his obedience, perfe&- ` 


ly to illuftrate the glory, and vindicate the henors 
of the divine precepts: and by his fuffering 
and death, fully to difclofe che divine righteouf- 
nefs in the penal part of the law, Although 
his fufferings were comparatively fhort, yet the 
infinite dignity of his perfon was fuch, that he 
was able to bear the whole at once, In this o- 
bedience and fuffsring of Chrif, we fee a full 
difplay made, of that infinite ruleof right con- 
tained: in the divine law 5 and of God's holy in- 
dignation again& fin. . 

Herr we fee x way opened for God to exer- 
cife grace and mercy, to the finner, eonfiftenc 
with the righta of juftice. Through this atone- 
ment the Holy Ghoft is fent down to renew the 
hearts of mán, and bring them to acknowledge 
the rights of juSice is repentance for fin: and 
by faith to tru alone in this complete righteauf- 
nels of Chrift for juſtification, as «hie ground 
of our acceptance with God, | 


aat 


- 
„1 
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T 
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Tus will appear the more confiſtent, when - 
; we confider that the Lord Jefus, not only ſuffer- 
ed and died, but that he rofe again from the 
dead; afcended up en high who ís fet on the right 
Land of tbe throne of the majefly in the beavens. 
; Heb, viii, 1. And that ail judgment is com- 
; mitted unto him, and all power both in heaven 
and earth, This gracious prince therefore, is 
become the rightful legiſlator of the world. 
Seated on a (Bone of grace his government ta- 
wards us is a gracious adminiftration. Hence it 
| is the world is {pared in its prefent ftate, and & 
| {pace allowed us for repentance. 
BB this, Í think we muft be affured of our 
' renewed obligations to love, fear and ferve Ged, 
; who has made ſuch rich difplays of himíelf ; 
; both as a God of grace and juftice : and alla, 
! Immediately, to repent of our fins, and believe 
the teftimony which God hath given of his ſon. 
Otherwiſe our crimes will be greatly augmented 
ia ai fight. But itis time that Í haftened to 
ew, l : 2 
II. Taat this cbedience only can afford fub- 
ftantial and lafting fatista&ion to the human 


Heart. n 
_ That object in the univerfe that is of the mok 
real worth, in its own eifential properties; mul: 
be thought the moft delightful” object tor der 
«ontemplation : if we are rightly difpofed anā.. 
gar ee EM pts knowledge ot it. 

„ Tnar is this fupreme good, and that he 
has refililéd himſelf to man as fuch, we have d. 

^ac si ; dy 
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ready noticed, And as we cannot be delighted: 
in things that we have no knowledge of, it muft* 
be eſſential to our happineſs to employ our 
thoughts in contemplating on the glories of the 
divine character. To país this unnoticed is al- 
ways to remain ignorant of, and deititute of de- 
light in, the greateft good. i 

AGAIN, however much we may know of the 
N Lae of an object, yet if we do not love it, 
tik more we know of it the more difagreeable 
feli we haves leve therefore, to tliofe excel- 
lencies of the divine character which he has res 
vealed, is effsntial to our bappinefs. 

Tis leads usto obferve, that if we know and 
love God as he is, infinitely holy, juſt and geed; 
with whom there can be no poffible error, either 
in judgment or deſign; we cannot be happy un- 
leis we freely refign the difpofai of all events into 
his hands. And to be deprived of believing in 
fuch a being, would be to prohibit our. confi- 
dence in the ſupreme object of cur delight. 

PORTS RMORE, he who walks in this obedi- 
ence, freely choles G: d. for his portion, and the 
chef chjc& of his delight. Here he has an in- 
Teritance that is incorruptible, and that fadetb not 
oway In (ris he is not fubje&t to difappbint- 
ments a2 others are; though he may be difap- 
_ pointed in creature good, yet he can fay with the 
prophet, Fico, iii, 17, 18. Although the Rgiree, 
tbe vine, the olive, the field and the flock fhould 
fail, yet wil I rejoice in the Lord, I will joy in tus 
God of my jalvation. ö 


4. 


( 19 7 

As the divine law and government contains a 

perfect rule of right, it can never operate to the 
difadvantage of any one, that is an obedient ſub- 
ja. And as it is below the dignity of a ration- 
al confcious mind to be happy in oppofition to 
right, itis eafy to fee that a confcrmiwy to the 
divine law is effentíal to our happinefs. Indeed 
it i$ impoflible for a man to be happy without 
the temper of mind that the law requires, viz. 
love or real benevolence ; if we have not this we 
mult be poff-ffed of its oppoitte ; uoleís we ad- 
mit that we can fall into a ftare of entire indifftr- 
‘ence, and without any affzétiona:e regard to any 
being whatever, which would be to fail beluw 
the rank of rational creatures. 

Tux oppofite to benevolecce is to elti:nate our 
own happinefs, and the gratification ot our owa 
defires, above the bonor of Ged, anc the good 
of being in general. How mile: aute juch a per- 
fon muft be! having fat up himfeif ia oppofi- 
tion to the divine glory asd the gereral geod of 
being, in the promotion cf which ali events 
muf finally terminate: «very event thereiore in 
the univerle muft neceflarily onerme again de, 
ánd fill the mind with un:ctaited contuíion adt, 
guilt: unlefs at times (while in this world? the 
mind is amufed, and the conícience Juwd «fiken, 
in the gratification of animal leolatiope, — 
Pyr on the contrary, how. baggy is ihat fou, * 
which glows with ſuprochü⸗ re (0 God ; and 
- With undiffembled benevolence to being in geaj 

7" And while he refs affured that the 
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legiflator of thé world governs in the bef man. 
ner, he,delights himfelf in the fweer employmdft 
of glorifying him, and doing good to his fellow 
creatures. Thus, while the mind is releafed from 
the narrow circle of feifiíhnefs, it can rove 1n the 
extenſive fields of truth and righteoufoefs, and 
partake of the fwect fruits of holioefs and vir- | 
tue, 
© Fhis benevolence to being in general, mut 
include cur love in particular to thofe of our own 
ſpectes, with whom we are more immediately 
coaveriant, and to whom we are more particulars 
ly called to adminifter good. And who can bug 
fee what a heaven upon earth we.fhould have, if 
this difp»fition was to govern in families, neigh- 
bourhoods, towns, and kingdoms. l 
Again, as without repentance towards God, 
and tanb in ove Lord Jefus Chrift, we cannot 
pleafe God, this ao muſt be effential to our 
haspinels. By repentanee we turn from fia un- 
to Gog, and cheeríully ſubmit to his government: 
Bv saith we affectionately embrace, aod unreferv- 
erile rely on the characters, offices and work of 
Chrift as mediator, and receive his righteouínefs, 
as the alone matter of our juftificarion : through 
which we receive the free pardon of all our fins, 
peace of conícience, and joy in the Holy Ghoſt. 
T mis righieouínefs is an everlafting righteouf- 
neſs; that which man had in his firt (late was ` 
not fo, That rghreoutmefs he de&royed by dif. 
obedience. if we indeed were to be fer back a» 
gain upon the foot of creature ri 


( st) - 
would not be fit that an abfolute promiſe of eters. 
pal life ſnould be made us upon it: for we, 
might deftrey it again by fin, and become une, 
righteous. But this righteoufnels, compleated. 
by.a redeemer, will everlaftingly fecure the home f 
ors of infinite juftice, while grace is difplayed in, 
our redemption and juftification. We fee theres; 
fore, that here is a permanent foundation for hop 
and delight. | l 
FURTHER, to illuftrate thet our happinefs iai 
connected with obedience to God, we may obs 
ferve, that it unites us with, nd engages us in, 
the fame caufe that God himſelf, the holy angels, 
the glorified (pirits in heaven, and all the virtud 
Qus on earth are engaged in. The cauſe Í medii 
is that of truth and righteouínefs, If therefore 
we are heartily engaged in this caufe, we are id 
fellowfbip and agreement with them. Here wq 
may reft affured of the divine approbation and 
protection. Here we fhall ſhare in the kind efd 
fices of angels, as miniſtering fpirits, fent fortif 
to minifer for them who ſball be beirs of falvationg 
In this aifo, we thallesjoy the prayers of all t 
faints upon earth, and the good wifhes cf thofe ig 
heaven. We may fay then with the apoftif 
Rom. viii, 31. Jf God be for us who can be agai 


gs. 

II this righteous caufe we are affured of vi 

tory over all our enemies, and that they, mug ta 

victims to divine juftice, in the end, unleſs « 
admit, that God, ar lat, will fufferglietue to By 
mU. Mariee, and truth to falíbeod. M 
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III. Tuar this obedience will qualify us, ta 
, Bil our feveras Éations in hte, as well in the civil 
ds de ecciefiaircal kingdom, to the glory of 
Gad and the good of our fellow men. 

lon" views of Gad and his government, 
gives us right ideas of holinefs, truth, righteouſ- 
Igels and jaitice, adminiftered according to the 
rue prirciples of bensvólence. That thefe are 
he, principles on which all governments ought 
one adminiftered, will nor be denied, That a 
competent degree of knowledge therefore, in this 
ivire fy Ren is needtul in order to the right ad- 
ipiitration of government, is equally obvious. 
$f chen we have fo filled up our fearches and ree 
aches, as to have obtained a good degree of ac- 
uainrance with this infiaitely perfect fyftem, it 
K tolicw that we have acquired one very im- 


ttant qualification, to be ufeful either in, 
urch or ftare, b 


Bur on the contrary, to remain ignorant of 
this, is always to remain ignorant of what is 
| ight; and confequently not qualified to do right. 
Such ignorance as this is the caule why fome men 
„gre fo anxious to be promoted in places of pub- 
‘ge truſt. Pofied up with a ſenſe of their own 
bimportance, and ftimula:ed from pecuniafy mo- 
Fes, they eagerly ruth into important {tations 
p hfe, ignorant of the great bufinefs they under" 
fake; and without any proper concern, either 
tér the glory of Gud, or the good of fociety. 

: Tag parae of Jotham, as in Judges, gh, 
| apur, give a juſt portrait of fuch charaéters i 
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for while á becoming ` -diffidence pofíefícd ‘the 
minds of thofe warthy characters, who «ay 
fitly be compared to the olive, the figtree aad 
the vine; yet the bramble, not only deſtituie of 
thufe fweet fruits fo ufeful to mankind, but ae 
fullof prickiog tharns, was ready to „accept the; 
office of ruler over the trees. Brambles. indeed; 
are fuch felfith rulers! and experience osten; 
makes good the prophet's words: The bet of 
them is as a brier, and the moft upright is ſhar p- 
er than a thorn hedge. Micah vii, 4 à 

Bur thofe, whole real merit brings them tà 
pofts of honor, feel feofible that they have need 
of wifdom and prudence, need ta ponder tha 
paths of their feet, that they might fo fleer the! 
helm of government, as to run clear of thofe fa 
tal bars, that always lie in the narrow gulf ef # 
wicked and feififh ad miniſtrarioa. 

Bur knowledge only will no: comnbete 3 vite: 
tucus charater ; love af) to the twh we know 
is an eff:ntíal qual; fication : for aa we. BE genecs 
ally governed by the luprerae object ef our de- 
light, we (hall never make it our che., concern 
to fill our feveral {tations among mua, m con- 
formity to the divine character and wiel, unleſs 
he has our tuoreme affections, T do 5o: "Tay but 
that an unregenerate man, or one who hag noti 
true love to God, may be ufeful ia civil focie, 
and do many noble things, both in the. Laa v 
tive and executive departments, or that he ma 
por do valiantly in the martial line, ES in many. 
ether iid " " ' 
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Wrexepd men are not only often reftrained, 
by the all powerful influence of Jehovah, from 
thofe vicious acts, which would be hurtful tofo- . 
( ciety ; but are ſometimes influenced, contrary to 
the general bias of their minds, to dé things that 
are for the general good. But this by no means 
argues, that we fhould tempt God, by filling the 
important places of public tru& with wicked - 
men. Neither does it argue, but that the truly 
irtuous mind is the belt qualified to ferve the 
į public. . 

Waar ould we have left of a truly pi: 
triotic character, is we fubtrad from it ali love 
to the perfe& rule of right, and the general good 
of the people ? He might indeed have great na- 
tural powers, and large acquired abilities, an ea- 
fy powerful and. pathetic addrefs 4 but does not 

ve to uſe them for the general good of Íociety; 
We cannot but fear the conſequences of promot- 
ing foch a character. But when we fee a man 
ut into office, who poſſeſſes a real fpirit of pa- 
"triotifn, it is with pleafure that we anticipate 
Á the happinefs we expect to enjoy under his ad- 
N miniftration, asa minifter of God for good to che 
people. T 
Sugsection to divine fovereignty, is alfo a 
ufeful qualification for men intrufted with the af- - 
airs of (tare; otherwife in the moft trying and 
Meritical circumftances of government, he is lia- 
le to be thrown into anxiety and confufion : 
hich will unfit him for thole manly exercifes 
{which the important duties of his ſtation calls 
» in fo interefting a period. A 
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As the character, offices and work of Chrif, , 
gives us the greateft and richeft difplay of the | 
livine character and government; we can bur 
think that faith in him, is at leaf a very ule- 
ful qualification for a civil officer. Without 
this it is impoffible to pleafe God: becauſe if we 
do not believe God, we do not put confidence. 
in, nor rely on his teftimony, but practically fay . 
that he is a liar, whieh can be thovfht po leis N 
than an infult upon his INFINITE MAJESTY. —— 

We may not expect therefore chan an upbe- 
liever willever a& from the principles of trud be- ` 
nevolence, in any: thing that be does. But 
more efpecially we cannot expe& it, from thofe 
who are fo loft co all virtue, as to openly treat the 
character, offices, and work of Chrift, as medi- 
ator, with contempt. Efpecially when we con- 
fider them fo hardened in fin, as to rife in oppo- 

. Brien to the teſtiony of God the Father, Son 
„and Spirit ; and in oppofition.to the tefti- 
mony ef angels, of. prophets, apoftles, and 
ail the faints in every age of the world; alfo a- 
geinft the miraculous operations of the Holy 
Ghoft, to confirm the divine miffion of Chrift, 
and his apoftles ; and againſt all the corroborat- 
ing teftimonies of divine providence, in almeft 
every age of the wor. 

I no not fay, indeed, but that even thoſe in- 
Adels, (under the reſtraints before mentioned) 
may do many things that may be for the public 

good. Yet I think that we cannot deny, bur: | 

that a truly virtuous and benevolent mind is be. 
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ter qualified to manage the great affairs of gov: 
en on which the general good fo much des 
pends. . Á 
Again it is ealy for an unprejudiced mind to 
fee, chat the temper and practice ineuleated by 
the gofpel of Chrift, is effential to the good of 
fociety, viz. love to God and man, fubjsétion to 
the divine will, faith in the ſyſtem of righteouf- 
nefs and treh: alío meeknefs and humility, 
“ calmnefs and patience,a defire to forgive injuries, 
ango do by others as we would that they fhould 
de us. Theſe things if reduced to practice, 
will make the child obedient to his parents, the 
parent to bring up his children in the nurture 
and admonition of the Lord; and makes the 
fubjeëts yield all due fubmiffion to magiftracy. as 
an ordinance of God: and the magiſtrate to RII 
his important fation, as a minifter of God for 
good to the people. And who will fay that. 
thefe are not excellent qualifications fora civil 
officer. 
Ir is objeéted, that in many inſtances, thoſe 
rulers who have made the higheft proteffion of 
the chriftian religion, have been the moft tyrani- 
ical and cruel. "pj. v" 
Tus Í will not undertake to deny, but it is 
however to be remembered, that a profefjien. on- 
-ly of religion, is very different from the real 
of it in heart and practice. Had thofe 
a rulers (as I muft call them) have 
nuch concerned to be governed by.reliu- 
they were to gevern it by «he civil 
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etherwife your facred office, af fo much confe- 

quence to the ftate, will not appear with that re- 
, al importance which it deferves, and which is ne- 

eeffary to give proper energy to government. 

MAY the Lord grant you grace and wifdom, 
to fill the important ftation you hold, to his glo- 
ry and the people's good. That you at lait may $ 
clefe á life of long ufefulsefs here, with the p- 
probation of him, by whom kings reiga and 
princes decree juftice. 

Swain Í be indulged, while I include your eki 
eellency in an addreſs to his honor che Heurenage 
governor the hosorable council, and houle of. 
rÜprefentatives., ; 

VENERABLE AND RESPECTFUL RULERS, | 

You are this day, by the sree ſuff: ages ot your 
brethren, veſted with the full power cf legiſlation 
for a great and growing people : the oath or God 
is vpog, to maintain the facred principles of 

f ibo, You have: hound yourfels 

E all thi is faered, to the faithful difeha ye 
your office. In addition to your oath you ii 

feel the facred injunctions of the divine law, 
which muft neceffarily exiſt as long as truth re- 

mains ſacred. ; 

Tuts law of love to God and man, is eſſential 
to a truly patriotic character. It becomes you 

erelore, asmen, as citizens, and efpecialty as 
lers, to examine your own hearts, whether y 

=. have true evangelical repentance towards G 

j end that faith in our Lord Jefus Chrift. thar 
an Works by love ahd purifies the heargesdbeiifur-. 
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ed, venerable firs, that without this, although 
you may do many things that may be of public 
utility; yet they will not be done from fuch mo- 
tives, as will meet the approbation of the great 
judge of all hearts. 
„Your honors will alfo feel ſenſible, that your 
; Own importance as rulers, the good of ſociety, 
and the energy of our excellent government, 
much depends on your being cloathed with prac- 
| tical piety. eae l 
Fon thofe who are concerned in enacting laws, 
: fuitable for the regulation of our conduct in civ. 
il life, to be guilty of wronging their ereditors, 
by keeping them out of their juft dues, or bý 
ever reaching, cheating and defrauding their 
| s@ighbours ; or in any other way to injure their 
| fellow citizens, in perfon, name or eftate ; is in 
| fa& practically to fay, that the laws chey have 
made are not worthy to be regarded: which can 
never fail to leſſen the energy of government. 
A wise magiltrate will fet a conſtant guard 
cover the words of his mouth; that with a become 
ing moderation, he may exprefs his reſentment 
of injuries done him ; and have all his language 
fuch as íhall tend to prevent others from an une 
civil, profane way of treating their fellow citi- 
‚zens. A magiftrate that is rough and profane in 
his language, is a monítrous character. He is 
not civil bimfelf, and we cannot expe& but that 
the practice, at leaft, will do hurt in the commu- 
nity. He is not the gentleman, for any perſon 
of fenfe Knows, that a rough profane way of 
iN " _. gating Lu 
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treating mankind, better fits the charséter of a 
clown than a gentleman. Can I ſuppoſe myſelf 
in danger ot giving offence ? No, Í cannot . 
think that fo refpeétable a body, asl am now 
called to addrefs, will think me too ſevere in 
cenfvring fo great an evil: efpecially feeing it la { 
much prevails in our land at the prefent daß. 

“We, your children, fhall. look up to you as- 
eur political fathers, that all thofe officets who 
come under the direction of your wildom to ap-7' 
point, will be fuch characters as ſhall do honor 
to their (Mice, Such as are men of integrity and 
uprightnefs. Such as fhall make conſcit nce of 
executing the law on cffenders, and fuch-whefe 4 
examples fhall give energy to government, 

‘Tue inftitution ef learning is of great confe- ` 
quence to a free people. Grateful acknawledge- . 
ments are juftiy due to our wife legiflators, whole 
. liberal and friendly exertions, has given fo early 

- birth to an inſtitution of this kind, in this infant 
ſtate. The tender mother of this promifing in- 
fant, will never forget her fucking child, bur will 
' pourifh and cherifh it; from whom fhe may 

juftly expect protection and fupport in her riper 
years. 1 se EE, ve 

. As religion at all times, is a matter between 
God and indivinuals, ycur honors. will never 
think it within the limits of ycur legiflation, to 
diétate the conſcience of a fingle indivicual, The | 
‘unchangeable law of righteouinefs, forbids us to i 
delegate íuch a power to any: man, or body of 
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doen, either in ehurch or ftate, I do aot with 


| 


however, to countenance thofe, who through fear 
of religious tyranny defpife good order in focie« 
ty, and reje& thofe friendly aids to the caufe of 
our holy religion, which may juftly be expefted 


from our politiegl fathers, Neither would I with 


} 
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to be found with thofe, who with for religious ef. 
tablifhments by law ; which never fail of perai- 
tiows confequences both to church and fate. 

. Asa man, icis the duty of a magiftrate, to 
befriend the caufe of religion in the profeſſion 
and practice of it. As the head of a family he 


1 fheuld maintaie family worfhip, and bring up 


i 
1 
! 
| 


Ps Lord. 
i 
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his children in the nurture and admonition of 


 PrnMiT me here to introduce the words of an 
ingenuous author“, whofe learning and experi- 
ence adds weight to his fentiments. “ Asa ma- 
giftrate le fhould be a nurfing father to the 
church of Chrift, by protecting all the peacea= 
ble members of it, from injury on account of ree 
ligion; and by fecuring to them the uninter- 
rupted enjoyment of equal religious liberty.“ 
And after obferving the neceffity of union in the 
ftate, he adds, ** Oa the other hand, if the mas 


| giftrate deftroys the equality of the fubjects of 


the ftate on account of religion, he violates a 
fundamental principle ot a free government, eh 
tablifhes a feperate intereft in it, and lays a founs 
dation for difaffe&ion ro rulers, and eadiels quaes 


rele among the people.“ | 
L *Da, STILLMAMN, Jus — 


